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Footway Parking and Double Parking (Scotland) Bill: Local Government and Regeneration 
Committee Stage 1 Written Evidence 

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to this bill. Cycling Scotland is the nation’s cycling 
organisation. Working with others, we help create and deliver opportunities and an environment so 
anyone anywhere in Scotland can cycle easily and safely. Our vision is of a sustainable, inclusive 
and healthy Scotland where anyone, anywhere can enjoy all the benefits of cycling. 

We would like to make the following comments: 

What are your experiences of parking of a footway or on a road next to a dropped kerb or 
double parking? 
 
Cycling Scotland recognises that the main purpose of this legislation is to tackle barriers to 
pedestrians, especially more vulnerable pedestrians, getting around. Poorly parked vehicles can 
force pedestrians into the road. They can inhibit the independence of many vulnerable people and 
be particularly dangerous for older people, for families with pushchairs and for those with visual or 
mobility impairments. Pavement parking can also damage pavements, creating trip hazards for 
pedestrians: costing local authorities, and therefore all of us, millions of pounds in maintenance 
and preventive measures. 
 
Dropped kerbs are also put in place to help people ride their bike between the carriageway and a 
cycle track and parked vehicles can create an unnecessary and inconvenient barrier for the cyclist- 
lifting a bike over a kerb can be a challenge for younger children or older adults. The Traffic 
Management Act (2004) in England and Wales attempts to tackle this barrier by allowing 
enforcement action to be taken against parked vehicles and we welcome efforts to bring relevant 
legislation for Scotland into place. 
  
Double parking creates an additional hazard for people cycling as they have to move to avoid the 
vehicle and leave sufficient space as they pass, often involving being in the other carriageway. We 
welcome the proposed definition as a ‘vehicle being parked more than 50cm from the edge of the 
carriageway’- this provides clarity and reflects the fact that, the further out into the carriageway a 
parked vehicle, the less space there is for someone cycling (or driving) to pass safely. We 
therefore believe this legislation will help allow all traffic, whether vehicles or bicycles, to travel 
more freely. 
  
We note that Reported Road Casualties Scotland 2014 – Datasets highlight that ‘crossed road 
masked by stationary/parked vehicle’ is a contributory factor in 12% of pedestrian crashes. While 
this does not indicate how the vehicle was parked and this proposed legislation’s purpose is 
primarily to provide greater freedom of movement for pedestrians, we believe that recording of 
Contributory Factors in Stats 19, can continue to develop to help monitor the impact of 
irresponsible parked vehicles. 
  
  
There are a number of exceptions whereby parking on a footpath, next to a dropped kerb or 
double parking would be permissible. Do you have a view on these exceptions? 
  
 What exceptions should be allowed, if any, to allow a vehicle to wait whilst parked on a 
footpath, next to a dropped kerb or double parked? 
  
We recognise that some exceptions are appropriate, such as to avoid obstructing the passage  of  
an emergency vehicle. We are not convinced that vehicles being used in connection with utility 
works should have a blanket exemption to park next to a dropped kerb/raised crossing because 
people may require those facilities to avoid the utilities work, whether walking or cycling. An update 
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should be made to Roads for All: Good Practice Guide for Roads, to ensure that utility work doesn’t 
inhibit access to a route. 
  
The Bill would allow local authorities to designate areas as being exempt from these 
restrictions. Do you have a view on what the criteria for exemption should be? 
  
Enforcement of the Bill would be the responsibility of the Police (via fixed penalty notices) 
in areas where parking is criminalised or local authorities (via penalty charge notices) in 
areas where parking has been decriminalised. Do you have any comments in relation to 
how the Bill would be enforced? 
  
Police resources are under pressure and it is essential that enforcement of such parking offences 
is carried out to deter the behaviour. The enforcement should be prioritised where there are 
particular known local hotspots. We note and welcome the response of Police Scotland to this 
Footway Parking and Double Parking (Scotland) Bill consultation which states: 
“where parking issues of this nature are a significant problem and pose a risk to the safety and 
wellbeing of local communities then this would be addressed. The new legislation provides both 
Police Scotland and Local  Authorities,  where  appropriate,  with  the  necessary  legislation  to  
take  action, supporting local community concerns and addressing road safety issues” 
  
Are there any equality issues that arise as a consequence of the proposals in the Bill? 
  
This bill will clearly benefit equalities as it ensures the needs of people with visual or mobility 
impairments are properly taken into account in parking management. 
  
5th November 2015 
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